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(808) 587-0460  info.ethics@hawaii.gov    ethics.hawaii.gov 1001 Bishop Street, Suite 970, Honolulu, HI 96813 

NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE 
HAWAI‘I STATE ETHICS COMMISSION 

Commissioners: 
Robert Hong, Chair 

Cynthia Thielen • Roderick Becker • Moya Gray 

Date: June 17, 2026 

Time: 9:00 a.m. 

Location: Zoom Videoconference or Phone: 

Video conference: Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83736559677?pwd=3a0sd
gJajlmFwN3S4sUEMenKEbN7a5.1 

Phone: +1 (719) 359-4580 or +1 (253) 205-0468
Phone passcode: 365348
Meeting ID:   837 3655 9677
Passcode:  97hEwD

Public Meeting Location: 

Hawai‘i State Ethics Commission Conference Room 
1001 Bishop Street 
American Savings Bank Tower, Suite 970 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 

Pursuant to Hawai‘i Revised Statutes section 92-3.7, the State Ethics 
Commission will meet remotely using interactive conference technology. 
The public may attend the meeting in person at the meeting location above 
or participate remotely via the Zoom link above. If participating remotely, 
please mute your phone/device except while testifying. If the Commission’s 
videoconference connection is lost during the meeting, please visit the 
Commission’s website (ethics.hawaii.gov) for more information, including 
reconnection information. 

Public meeting materials for this meeting are available on the Commission’s 
website at ethics.hawaii.gov.  
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A G E N D A 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

 
I. Consideration and Approval of the Minutes of the May 20, 2026 Meeting. 

 
Attachment 1: Sunshine Law Meeting Minutes of the May 20, 2026, Hawai‘i 
State Ethics Commission Meeting.  
 
 

II. Directors’ Report 
 

1. Education & Disclosures – Report/Updates 
 
Attachment 2: 2026 Training Statistics 
 

2. Guidance and Assignment Statistics – May 2026 
 

Attachment 3: 2026 Guidance and Assignment Statistics 
 

3. Miscellaneous Office Projects/Updates 
 

New Ethics Training Videos: 
 
The Ethics Minute: Gifts from Contractors and Interested Parties: A Matter 
of Trust. Link: https://files.hawaii.gov/ethics/vids/ContractorsGifts.mp4 

 
The Ethics Minute: Three Perspectives on the State Employee Gifts  
Link: https://files.hawaii.gov/ethics/vids/3PerspectivesGifts.mp4 

 
 

III. Discussion of the Status of Hawai‘i State Ethics Commissioner Vacancies 
 
An update and discussion of all current or upcoming vacant Commissioner 
positions within the Hawai‘i State Ethics Commission.  
 
 

IV. 2026 Legislative Matters 
 

An update on bills of interest introduced in 2026 is provided below. The blue 
House or Senate bill number is a clickable hyperlink that goes directly to the bill 
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language online. Bills can also be looked up at “capitol.hawaii.gov” by typing the 
bill number in the box located near the top of the window. 
 
SB 2247 SD1 HD1 CD1 (Relating to Political Fundraising by Executive Branch 
Employees) – Enrolled to the Governor on May 8, 2026.  
 

 
V. Adjournment 
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Disruption of Interactive Technology: 
 
If the Commission loses internet or Zoom connection, the meeting will be automatically 
recessed for up to 30 minutes to restore communication. Audio-Only Communication:  If 
audio-only communication is available, all Commissioners, staff, members of the public, 
and other interested individuals may continue to participate in the meeting via 
teleconference by dialing the telephone number and Meeting ID number noted above. If 
communication cannot be restored within thirty minutes, the meeting will be automatically 
continued to a date and time to be posted on the Commission’s website at 
ethics.hawaii.gov. Alternatively, if a decision is made to terminate the meeting, the 
termination will be posted on the Commission’s website.  
 
Public Testimony: 
 
Anyone wishing to testify may do so during the meeting or may submit written testimony 
in advance of the meeting by email (info.ethics@hawaii.gov), facsimile (fax) (808-587-0470), 
or U.S. postal mail (State Ethics Commission, 1001 Bishop Street, American Savings Bank 
Tower, Suite 970, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813). Public testimony must be related to an item on 
the agenda, and the testifier must identify the item to be addressed by the testimony. 
Pursuant to Hawai‘i Revised Statutes section 92-3 and Hawai‘i Administrative Rules section 
21-1-6(c), oral testimony is limited to three minutes per testifier per agenda item, subject to 
the reasonable discretion of the Chair.  
   
Auxiliary Aid or Accommodation Due to a Disability: 
 
If you require an auxiliary aid or accommodation due to a disability, please contact the 
Hawai‘i State Ethics Commission as soon as possible. You may: 
 

• Call (808) 587-0460 and press 1# to leave a message; or 
• Email the Commission at info.ethics@hawaii.gov 

 
We encourage requests at least 48 hours before the meeting to allow us time to assist you. 
We will accept requests made closer to the meeting, but please note that last-minute 
accommodations may be difficult to provide. 
 
Upon request, this notice is available in alternate/accessible formats.  
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SUNSHINE LAW MEETING 
AGENDA ITEM I 

CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
MAY 20, 2026 MEETING 

Attachment 1: Sunshine Law Meeting Minutes of the May 20, 2026 
Hawai‘i State Ethics Commission Meeting 
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1 

SUNSHINE LAW MEETING 
MINUTES OF THE HAWAI‘I STATE ETHICS COMMISSION 

STATE OF HAWAI‘I 

Date: May 20, 2026 

Time: 9:00 a.m.  

Location: Hybrid meeting held via Zoom video and audio conference 

Recorded video available at  
https://ethics.hawaii.gov/category/commissionmeetings/comm_videos/ 

Public Meeting Location 
Hawai‘i State Ethics Commission Conference Room 
1001 Bishop Street 
American Savings Bank Tower, Suite 970 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 

Attendance: State Ethics Commission Members 
Robert Hong, Acting Chair (in person) 
Cynthia Thielen, Commissioner (via Zoom) 
Roderick Becker, Commissioner (in person) 
Moya Gray, Commissioner (in person) 

State Ethics Commission Staff 
Robert D. Harris, Executive Director (in person) 
Kee M. Campbell, Enforcement Director (via Zoom) 
Bonita Y.M. Chang, Compliance Director (via Zoom) 
Nancy C. Neuffer, Staff Attorney (via Zoom) 
Jennifer M. Yamanuha, Staff Attorney (via Zoom) 
Jodi L. K. Yi, Staff Attorney (via Zoom) 
Jared Elster, Investigator (via Zoom) 
Patrick Lui, Computer Specialist (via Zoom) 
Melissa Vomvoris, Administrative Assistant (in person) 

Guests and Members of the Public 
Wesley F. Fong, Chair Emeritus (in person) 
Greg Misakian, (via Zoom) 

Attachment 1
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2 

CALL TO ORDER (0:05) 1 
2 

Acting Chair Hong called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 3 
4 

Acting Chair Hong, Commissioners Becker and Gray attended in person; Commissioner 5 
Thielen was present via Zoom and stated that she was alone. Executive Director Harris 6 
noted the presence of staff on Zoom and reminded participants that the meeting was being 7 
recorded for the official record and would be posted online. 8 

9 
Executive Director Harris asked if any members of the public attending the meeting would 10 
like to identify themselves. Guest Greg Misakian introduced himself via Zoom. 11 

12 
13 

Agenda Item No. I: Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Election of Commission 14 
Officers. (2:30) 15 

16 
Acting Chair Hong stated that, following Chair Fong’s resignation, the Commission could 17 
either proceed with electing a new Chair and Vice Chair or defer the decision until the 18 
Governor appoints new members. 19 

20 
Commissioner Becker nominated Robert Hong for Chair and Cynthia Thielen for Vice 21 
Chair. Commissioner Gray moved to approve the nominations, seconded by Commissioner 22 
Becker. The motion passed unanimously, with all Commissioners present (Hong, Thielen, 23 
Becker and Gray) voting in the affirmative. 24 

25 
26 

Agenda Item No. II: Consideration and Approval of the Minutes of the April 15, 2026, 27 
Meeting (5:50) 28 

29 
Vice Chair Thielen noted a typographical error of her name on page 5 of the April 15, 2026, 30 
meeting minutes. 31 

32 
Commissioner Gray moved to approve the minutes of the April 15, 2026, meeting as 33 
corrected, and the motion was seconded by Vice Chair Thielen. Commissioner Becker 34 
abstained. The motion passed with Commissioners (Hong, Thielen, and Gray) voting in the 35 
affirmative. 36 

37 
38 

Agenda Item No. III: Recognition of Chair Wesley F. Fong for His Eight Years of 39 
Distinguished Service on the Hawai‘i State Ethics Commission. (7:21) 40 

41 
Executive Director Harris presented Former Chair Wesley F. Fong with a certificate of 42 
recognition and a small koa bowl on behalf of the Commission in appreciation of his 43 
significant contributions, steadfast commitment to public service, and dedication to 44 
upholding the highest ethical standards in state government. 45 

46 
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3 

Former Chair Fong expressed his gratitude for the recognition and briefly reflected on his 1 
eight years of service on the Commission, highlighting several key accomplishments 2 
achieved during his tenure. 3 

4 
5 

Agenda Item No. IV: Directors’ Report (12:00) 6 
7 

1. Education & Disclosures – Report/Updates8 
9 

Compliance Director Bonita Chang provided the following update: 10 

• Financial Disclosure Season11 
The annual filing deadline is Monday, June 1, 2026. Staff is currently fielding12 
inquiries, assisting filers with their financial disclosure submissions, and13 
coordinating with board and commission administrators to update records for new14 
board members beginning their terms in July. In addition, due to the upcoming15 
election, staff is assisting state candidates with their required disclosures. The filing16 
deadline for candidates is Friday, June 12.17 

18 
• Lobbying Filing19 

Updates to the electronic lobbying filing system are underway to implement new20 
reporting requirements for procurement-related lobbying effective January 1, 2027.21 
The revised system will include separate sections for administrative rule lobbying,22 
procurement lobbying, and existing bill-related lobbying to help filers clearly23 
distinguish among their different types of lobbying activities.24 

25 
2. Guidance and Assignment Statistics – April 2026 (14:07)26 

27 
Enforcement Director Kee Campbell reported that 119 of the 127 complaints received this 28 
year have been closed. 29 

30 
New Assignments in April: 31 

• 26 Complaints received32 
• 39 Gift/Travel requests for guidance33 
• 62 Attorney of the Day inquiries34 

35 
Closed Assignments in April: 36 

• 28 Complaints closed37 
• 39 Gift/Travel guidance letters sent38 
• 68 Attorney-of-the-Day inquiries39 

40 
A new Attorney-of-the-Day policy has been implemented. These enhancements will 41 
improve how the staff logs and documents the questions asked and advice given. It will 42 
provide more detailed statistical data for public transparency.  43 
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4 

Chair Hong called for a brief recess due to technical difficulties (15:39) 1 
2 

THE LIVESTREAM WAS NOT INTERRUPTED DURING THIS PERIOD. 3 
4 

Chair Hong reconvened the meeting (17:18) 5 
6 

Commissioner Gray asked whether there are common trends with respect to Attorney-of-7 
the-Day questions that could be addressed in training. 8 

9 
Director Harris explained that Attorney-of-the-Day inquiries are initially logged by front-10 
office staff and then assigned to an attorney for a response. To improve tracking, staff are 11 
refining intake forms to identify common issues, such as conflicts of interest and gifts, 12 
which have already generated a high volume of questions. This information will help guide 13 
training and outreach efforts while still protecting the confidentiality of individual inquiries 14 
and encouraging the public to seek guidance. 15 

16 
3. Miscellaneous Office Projects/Updates (19:00)17 

18 
No updates. 19 

20 
21 

Agenda Item No. V: Discussion of Media Reports Concerning Ethics or the Ethics 22 
Commission Since the Last Meeting. (19:05) 23 

24 
Executive Director Harris reported that this standing agenda item was the subject of a 25 
recent complaint to the Office of Information Practices (OIP), which found that the agenda 26 
description lacked sufficient detail for public notice. Following discussions with OIP, staff 27 
were advised to omit the item for this meeting and, going forward, to list specific media 28 
reports up for discussion by title in the agenda. Staff noted that commissioners may 29 
request the inclusion of specific news items when the agenda is prepared, or, if necessary, 30 
the Commission may add an item during the meeting with a three-quarters vote. Staff will 31 
consult with the Chair on how best to handle this item on future agendas and invite 32 
commissioners to provide input. 33 

34 

Greg Misakian, a member of the public, offered suggestions for improving the agenda item 35 
in light of OIP concerns. He noted prior experiences with Sunshine Law issues and 36 
recommended that, when specific media reports are to be discussed, those reports be 37 
listed individually by title and date to provide the public with adequate notice. If the intent 38 
is to allow an open discussion for the public to raise concerns about recent media 39 
coverage, the agenda item should be phrased accordingly. 40 
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5 

Agenda Item No. VI: 2026 Legislative Matters (23:47) 1 
2 

Executive Director Harris provided an update on the status of the five bills the Commission 3 
requested be introduced during the legislative session. Senate Bill 2247, relating to 4 
campaign fundraising restrictions for certain executive branch employees, has passed and 5 
is awaiting the Governor's signature. He acknowledged Commissioner Thielen’s significant 6 
role in advancing the bill and noted that comments were provided to the Governor, 7 
including a recommendation that Commissioner Thielen be invited to any public bill-8 
signing event. 9 

10 
Director Harris also reviewed the remaining Commission package bills. The proposal to 11 
extend the State’s nepotism law to the legislative and judicial branches did not advance. 12 
Two bills to expand public financial disclosure requirements reached conference 13 
committee but did not proceed further because the House did not appoint conferees. He 14 
recommended the Commission reintroduce these measures next year and emphasized the 15 
need for earlier engagement with House and Senate leadership. 16 

17 
A brief discussion was initiated by a member of the public, Greg Misakian, regarding 18 
SB2471, which relates to Citizens United. The bill was recently signed into law. 19 

20 

Agenda Item No. VII: Evaluation of Executive Director & General Counsel Robert D. 21 
Harris (31:44) 22 

23 
Chair Hong asked if there was any member of the public who would like to provide 24 
testimony.  25 

26 
A member of the public, Greg Misakian, stated that he holds Director Harris in high regard 27 
based on their recent interactions at the previous Ethics Commission meeting and on his 28 
responses to his inquiries. 29 

30 
The following report was given by Compliance Director Bonita Chang: 31 

32 
The Commission completed its annual evaluation of Executive Director Harris for the 2025 33 
calendar year (January through December). The evaluation results, compiled from the 34 
commissioners’ survey and presented in the meeting materials under Agenda Item VII, 35 
reflect strong overall performance. 36 

37 
Executive Director Harris received an overall score of 9.8 out of 10. Table A includes the 38 
average and compiled scores across all nine evaluation categories, while Table B provides 39 
written comments and specific feedback. The highest-rated categories, each receiving a 40 
score of 10, were Meetings and Training, and the Education Program. 41 

42 
During the discussion, Director Harris expressed appreciation for the positive evaluation 43 
and noted that the results reflect the collective efforts of both the staff and the 44 
Commission. He acknowledged the dynamic and high-performing nature of the team and 45 
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6 

emphasized that much of the praise should be attributed to staff contributions. He also 1 
reiterated the importance of continuous improvement and encouraged the team to 2 
maintain strong performance in the coming year. 3 

4 
He also thanked the Commission for its support and welcomed ongoing, constructive 5 
feedback from both commissioners and staff, noting that such input helps strengthen 6 
overall operations and effectiveness. 7 

8 
Vice Chair Thielen moved to approve the final evaluation report of the Executive Director 9 
Robert D. Harris, seconded by Commissioner Becker. The motion passed unanimously, with 10 
all Commissioners present (Hong, Thielen, Becker, and Gray) voting in the affirmative. 11 

12 
13 

Agenda Item No. VI: Adjournment (36:53) 14 
15 

At approximately 9:38 a.m., Commissioner Gray moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded 16 
by Commissioner Becker. All Commissioners present (Fong, Hong, Thielen, and Gray) voted 17 
in the affirmative. 18 

19 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:38 a.m. 20 

21 
Minutes approved on [    ], 2026. 22 
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SUNSHINE MEETING 
AGENDA ITEM II 

DIRECTORS’ REPORT 
June 17, 2026 

1. Education & Disclosures – Report/Updates

Attachment 2:  2026 Training Statistics 

2. Guidance and Assignment Statistics – May 2026

Attachment 3: 2026 Guidance and Assignment Statistics 

3. Miscellaneous Office Projects / Updates

No Attachments 
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DATE PRESENTATIONS
IN PERSON

PARTICIPANTS

WEBINAR

PARTICIPANTS

1/8/2026 WEBINAR: Lobbyists Law Training 0 6

1/28/2026 WEBINAR: General Ethics Training 0 18

3/4/2026 WEBINAR: General Ethics Training 0 12

4/16/2026 WEBINAR: General Ethics Training, Charter Schools 0 45

5/7/2026 WEBINAR: General Ethics Training 0 4

7/1/2026
IN PERSON: General Ethics Training, DOE, Waikele 

Country Club RESCHEDULED

7/23/2026
WEBINAR: Ethics for State Board & Commission 

members

8/26/2026 WEBINAR: General Ethics Training

9/24/2026
WEBINAR: Ethics for State Board & Commission 

members

10/28/2026 WEBINAR: General Ethics Training

11/20/2026
WEBINAR: Ethics for State Board & Commission 

members

TOTAL 11 Presentations 0 participants 85 participants

HAWAII STATE ETHICS COMMISSION

2026 TRAINING STATISTICS

(Ethics Workshops and Presentations)

Page 1 of 1

Attachment 2
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2026 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Year to date

Training statistics

# of In-Person Trainings 0 0 0 0 0 0

# of People Trained In Person 0 0 0 0 0 0

# of On-Line Trainings (Self-Directed) 910 558 474 350 410 2,702

# of Lobbyists Law Trainings 95 48 23 18 9 193

# of Training Webinars 2 0 1 1 1 5

# of Participants in Training Webinars 24 0 12 45 4 85

New assignments

Attorney of the Day 79 73 68 62 49 331

Advisory Opinion 0 1 0 0 1 2

Anti-Fraud 9 13 16 3 3 44

Complaint 26 41 34 26 23 150

Gifts/Invitations/Travel 26 41 22 39 39 167

Guidance 0 0 1 1 1 3

Judicial Selection Comm'n 1 2 3 0 3 9

Nepotism 1 0 1 0 2 4

Training Request 0 1 0 1 0 2

Record Request 1 0 0 1 0 2

Project/Other 7 1 2 1 2 13

Total 150 173 147 134 123 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 727

Closed Assignments

Attorney of the Day 72 62 65 68 46 313

Advisory Opinion 1 0 0 0 0 1

Anti-Fraud 12 11 19 1 3 46

Complaint 30 36 25 27 28 146

Gifts/Invitations/Travel 23 39 27 39 33 161

Guidance 0 1 1 1 1 4

Judicial Selection Comm'n 1 2 3 0 3 9

Nepotism 1 0 0 1 1 3

Training Request 2 0 1 1 1 5

Record Request 1 2 0 1 0 4

Project/Other 8 0 2 1 3 14

Total 151 153 143 140 119 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 706

Attachment 3
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SUNSHINE LAW MEETING 
AGENDA ITEM III 

DISCUSSION OF THE STATUS OF HAWAI‘I STATE ETHICS COMMISSIONER VACANCIES 

No attachments. 
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SUNSHINE LAW MEETING 
AGENDA ITEM IV

2026 LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

No attachments. 
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